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1. SITE IDENTIFICATION

1.1 Type 1.2 Site code Back to top]
B ITAO80008

1.3 Site name

Contrada Religione

1.4 First Compilation date 1.5 Update date

1998-06 2019-12

1.6 Respondent:

Name/Organisation: Regione Siciliana Ass.to Territorio e Ambiente Servizio 4°
Address: Via Ugo La Malfa 169 - 90146 Palermo
Email:

1.7 Site indication and designation / classification dates

Date site classified as SPA: 0000-00
National legal reference of SPA designation No data
Date site proposed as SCI: 1995-09
Date site confirmed as SCI: No data
Date site designated as SAC: 2017-03
National legal reference of SAC designation: DM 31/03/2017 - G.U. 93 del 21-4-2017

2. SITE LOCATION

. . . Back to top
2.1 Site-centre location [decimal degrees]:

Longitude Latitude
14.787993 36.70512
2.2 Area [ha]: 2.3 Marine area [%]
194.0 0.0

2.4 Sitelength [km]:

0.0

2.5 Administrative region code and name

NUTS level 2 code Region Name
[ I




ITG1 | Sicilia

2.6 Biogeographical Region(s)

(100.0

Mediterranean %)

3. ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION
3.1 Habitat types present on the site and assessment for them

Annex | Habitat types

Back to top

Site assessment

Code PF NP  Cover[ha] ﬁ]ivrﬁber] gjg?ity A|B|C|D AlBIC
Representativity = Relative Surface Conservation Global

11508 1.77 M C C C C
11708 0.1 P D

12108 1.06 M A C C C
12408 12.41 M C C C C
13108 0.53 M A C C C
14108 0.15 M A C C C
21100 4.39 M A C C C
21208 10.14 M B C C C
22108 2.94 M A C C C
22308 0.1 P D

22508 5.06 P D

31508 04 P D

31708 0.1 P D

53208 1.67 M C C C C
53308 4.21 P D

62208 23.92 M A C C C
64208 0.2 M A C C C
92A0B 0.1 M C A C C
92D08 4.03 M C A C C

PF: for the habitat types that can have a non-priority as well as a priority form (6210, 7130, 9430) enter "X" in the column PF to indicate the priority form.

NP: in case that a habitat type no longer exists in the site enter: x (optional)

Cover: decimal values can be entered

Caves: for habitat types 8310, 8330 (caves) enter the number of caves if estimated surface is not available.

Data quality: G ='Good' (e.g. based on surveys); M = 'Moderate' (e.g. based on partial data with some extrapolation); P = 'Poor' (e.g. rough estimation)

3.2 Species referred to in Article 4 of Directive 2009/147/EC and listed in Annex Il of Directive 92/43/EEC and site evaluation for them

Species Population in the site Site assessment
G Code  Scientific Name S NP T Size Unit  Cat. (I;)L.la| A|B|C|ID A|B|C
Min Max Pop. Con. Iso. Glo.
F 1152 | Aphanius fasciatus p \% DD D
| 4047  Brachytrupes. P R DD B c c c
megacephalus
R 1224 Caretta caretta r 1 2 i P C C B C
® Group: A = Amphibians, B = Birds, F = Fish, | = Invertebrates, M = Mammals, P = Plants, R = Reptiles
® S:in case that the data on species are sensitive and therefore have to be blocked for any public access enter: yes
®* NP: in case that a species is no longer present in the site enter: x (optional)
®* Type: p = permanent, r = reproducing, ¢ = concentration, w = wintering (for plant and non-migratory species use permanent)
® Unit: i = individuals, p = pairs or other units according to the Standard list of population units and codes in accordance with Article 12 and 17 reporting (see

reference portal)

Abundance categories (Cat.): C = common, R =rare, V = very rare, P = present - to fill if data are deficient (DD) or in addition to population size
information

Data quality: G ='Good' (e.g. based on surveys); M = 'Moderate' (e.g. based on partial data with some extrapolation); P = 'Poor' (e.g. rough estimation);
VP = 'Very poor' (use this category only, if not even a rough estimation of the population size can be made, in this case the fields for population size can
remain empty, but the field "Abundance categories" has to be filled in)

3.3 Other important species of flora and fauna (optional)

Species Population in the site

Group CODE @ Scientific Name S NP Size

Unit

Cat.

Motivation

Species

Annex Other categories


http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Aphanius+fasciatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Brachytrupes+megacephalus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Brachytrupes+megacephalus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Caretta+caretta&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/activities/Natura_2000/reference_portal
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reference portal)

® Cat.: Abundance categories: C = common, R =rare, V = very rare, P = present
[ ]

Ammophila arenaria
australis

Anoxia scutellaris
argentea

Arthrocnemum
macrostachyum

Astata boops

Barlia robertiana

Bombus pascuorum
siciliensis

Brindalus porcicollis

Bufo viridis

Chalcides ocellatus

Cylindera trisignata
siciliensis

Dasypoda visnaga

Dociostaurus minutus

Erianthus ravennae

Eucera nigrilabris

Helichrysum
conglobatum var.
compactum

Hierophis viridiflavus

Imperata cylindrica

Limonium hyblaeum

Limonium sinuatum

Limonium virgatum

Lophanthophora dispar

Myrmilla bison
Orchis coriophora

Otanthus maritimus

Philanthus coarctatus
siculus

Philanthus venustus

Podarcis sicula

Podarcis wagleriana

Polyphylla ragusai
aliguoi

Pompilus cinereus

Pyganthophora pruinosa

Rhynchium oculatum

Sphingonotus
personatus

Tachyancistrocerus
rhodensis

Tarentola mauritanica
mauritanica

Min

Max

CIR|VIP \Y

C

R

@]
x

g 0 XV O A

6o’ 1’ VW OO’V OVWO D

O

Group: A = Amphibians, B = Birds, F = Fish, Fu = Fungi, | = Invertebrates, L = Lichens, M = Mammals, P = Plants, R = Reptiles
CODE: for Birds, Annex IV and V species the code as provided in the reference portal should be used in addition to the scientific name
S: in case that the data on species are sensitive and therefore have to be blocked for any public access enter: yes

NP: in case that a species is no longer present in the site enter: x (optional)
Unit: i = individuals, p = pairs or other units according to the standard list of population units and codes in accordance with Article 12 and 17 reporting, (see

Motivation categories: IV, V: Annex Species (Habitats Directive), A: National Red List data; B: Endemics; C: International Conventions; D: other reasons

4. SITE DESCRIPTION

4.1 General site character Backtodon
Habitat class % Cover

N23 15.0

NO3 25.0

NO4 60.0

Total Habitat Cover 100

Other Site Characteristics



http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Ammophila+arenaria+australis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Ammophila+arenaria+australis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Anoxia+scutellaris+argentea&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Anoxia+scutellaris+argentea&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Arthrocnemum+macrostachyum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Arthrocnemum+macrostachyum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Astata+boops&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Barlia+robertiana&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Bombus+pascuorum+siciliensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Bombus+pascuorum+siciliensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Brindalus+porcicollis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Bufo+viridis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Chalcides+ocellatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cylindera+trisignata+siciliensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cylindera+trisignata+siciliensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Dasypoda+visnaga&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Dociostaurus+minutus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Erianthus+ravennae&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Eucera+nigrilabris&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Helichrysum+conglobatum+var.+compactum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Helichrysum+conglobatum+var.+compactum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Helichrysum+conglobatum+var.+compactum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Hierophis+viridiflavus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Imperata+cylindrica&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Limonium+hyblaeum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Limonium+sinuatum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Limonium+virgatum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Lophanthophora+dispar&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Myrmilla+bison&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Orchis+coriophora&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Otanthus+maritimus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Philanthus+coarctatus+siculus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Philanthus+coarctatus+siculus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Philanthus+venustus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Podarcis+sicula&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Podarcis+wagleriana&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Polyphylla+ragusai+aliquoi&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Polyphylla+ragusai+aliquoi&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Pompilus+cinereus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Pyganthophora+pruinosa&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Rhynchium+oculatum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Sphingonotus+personatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Sphingonotus+personatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Tachyancistrocerus+rhodensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Tachyancistrocerus+rhodensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Tarentola+mauritanica+mauritanica&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Tarentola+mauritanica+mauritanica&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/activities/Natura_2000/reference_portal

I sito ricade nel territorio del comune di Modica.l suoli sono rendzinici, misti (rendzinico-sabbioso-argillosi), sabbiosi e limosi. | substrati sono calcareniti,
acciottolati da trasporto alluviale, sabbie.ll clima del sito & termomediterraneo secco secondo la terminologia di Rivas Martinez.Sito gia di notevole interesse
biogeografico, ma che per essere stato assediato e penetrato dall'incalzante antropizzazione, ha recentemente quasi del tutto perduto, sia in senso qualificativo
che quantitativo, gli elementi caratteristici della sua vegetazione psammofila e degli ambienti salmastri. Gli ambienti alofili retrodunali gia di grande interesse
naturalistico sono stati degradati dall'immissione di acqua dolce proveniente da insediamenti abitativi finalizzati alla ricreazione e alla balneazione. Qui pero ha
amplificato la sua presenza la rarissima Erianthus ravennae.ll sito si compone di tre parti ecologicamente ben distinte: le scogliere calcaree, le spiagge con
relative formazioni dunali e lo stagno retrodunale.Sulle scogliere sono presenti popolazioni di Limonium hyblaeum, Limonium virgatum e con straordinaria
abbondanza di Limonium sinuatum. Altre specie qui presenti sono Thymelaea hirsuta, Helichrysum conglobatum var. compactum (caratteristiche del Thymelaeo-
Helichrysetm siculi), Plantago macrorhiza, Lotus cytisoides, Reichardia picroides var. maritima. Tutte le formazioni presenti sulla scogliera sono da inquadrare nei
Crithmo-Limonion.Nelle depressioni umide d'inverno e asciutte d'estate si rilevano associazioni rappresentative dei Juncetalia maritimi (1410) quali Limonio-
Juncetum acuti, Imperato-Juncetum tommasinii e Schoeno-Plantaginetum crassifoliae, caratterizzate nel loro insieme da Juncus maritimus, Hordeum maritimum,
Juncus acutus, Plantago crassifolia, Centaurium spicatum, Schoenoplectus littoralis, Arthrocnemum macrostachyum, Imperata cylindrica.Laddove I'ambiente
salmastro ha visto diminuire le concentrazioni di Na+ a causa di immissione di scoli dagli insediamenti abitativi hanno intensificato la loro presenza le associazioni
afferenti ai Phragmitetea. Un aspetto interessante, nonostante la tendenza generale sia al degrado € rappresentato dalla presenza della rara Erianthus ravennae
(presente solo nella Sicilia sud-orientale e ai laghetti di Marinello).Ancora esistente & il sistema delle dune incipienti con I'Associazione Agropyretum mediterranei
(2110) a Elymus farctus, Sporobolus virginicus Kunth, Launaea resedifolia, Eryngium maritimum, Euphorbia paralias, Echinophora spinosa, Ammophila arenaria.
Sempre sulle dune incipienti e a contatto con la spiaggia trovano spazio associazioni dei Cakiletea maritimae (1210) con Cakile maritima, Atriplex tornabeni
(estremamente effimera), Salsola kali subsp. kali, Salsola kali subsp. tragus, Glaucium flavum, Polygonum maritimum, Euphorbia paralias.Relativamente ben
sviluppate sono le dune consolidate dalle associazioni dell’Ammophiletea (2120) con Ammophila arenaria subsp. australis, Launaea resedifolia, Echinophora
spinosa, Medicago marina, Scolymus hispanicus, Euphorbia paralias.Anche il Crucianelletum maritimi (2210) risulta oggi estremamente impoverito essendo
caratterizzato quasi esclusivamente da Pancratium maritimum.

4.2 Quality and importance

Interessante ambiente costiero, che mostra ancora una seriazione vegetazionale (igrofila, alofila e psammofila) ben evidente. La sua importanza € legata alla
estrema rarita con la quale € possibile riscontrare ambienti similari in buone condizioni di naturalita lungo la fascia costiera della Sicilia meridionale.Dal punto di
vista floristico e vegetazionale il sito per la parte sabbiosa ha in passato posseduto un buon valore naturalistico. A causa della forte pressione antropica gravante
sul suo contorno esso ha gradualmente ridotto la naturalita che lo aveva caratterizzato. Gli insediamenti abitativi dalla cintura esterna che lo assediava sono
passati all'interno e pertanto esso ha dappertutto ridotto fin quasi ad annullarla la sua naturalita. Tutte le Associazioni vegetali delle formazioni dunali e delle
spiagge sabbiose si presentano oggi in forme estremamente impoverite e spesso irriconoscibili. La zona del Pantano ha anch'essa cambiato i suoi caratteri, in
senso oligotrofico. In essa delle associazioni dei Juncetalia non si trovano che in sparuti esempi in estrema condizione di impoverimento, altrettanto puo dirsi per
le gia segnalate associazioni dei Molinio-Holoschoenion di cui si rinviene con una certa frequenza soltanto la caratteristica Holoschoenus australis. In questo
ambiente, non piu con carattere di pantano salmastro ma di laghetto a debole salinita si sono insediate formazioni nuove afferenti ai Phragmitetea, non segnalate
nella compilazione precedente. Per la parte rocciosa invece il sito conserva del tutto la sua importanza in quanto a tutt'oggi ospita lembi di vegetazione afferenti
ai Limonietum e piu in generale ai Crithmo-Limonium. Qui conservano il loro grande interesse le formazioni a Frankenia hirsuta con Helichrysum conglobatum
var. compactum, presente - quest'ultimo - per I'ltalia solo sulle coste del Ragusano. Con il presente aggiornamento non € stato possibile dare conferma della
presenza di Muscari gussonei, specie prioritaria della Direttiva Habitat data per presente nella compilazione precedente (pur senza riferimenti di letteratura), ma
che non era stata trovata né da Albo (1919), né da Bartolo & al. (1982). Il sito € comunque da proteggere per la presenza dei seguenti taxa rari 0 endemici:
Limonium hyblaeum, Limonim sinuatum, Erianthus ravennae, Helichrysum conglobatum var. compactum, nonché per la presenza delle due Orchidaceae Barlia
robertiana e Orchis coriophora.
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