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1. SITE IDENTIFICATION

1.1 Type 1.2 Site code Back to top]
B ITA020046

1.3 Site name

Fondali dell'isola di Ustica

1.4 First Compilation date 1.5 Update date

1998-06 2019-12

1.6 Respondent:

Name/Organisation: Regione Siciliana Ass.to Territorio e Ambiente Servizio 4°
Address: Via Ugo La Malfa 169 - 90146 Palermo
Email:

1.7 Site indication and designation / classification dates

Date site classified as SPA: 0000-00
National legal reference of SPA designation No data
Date site proposed as SCI: 1995-09
Date site confirmed as SCI: No data
Date site designated as SAC: 2019-06
National legal reference of SAC designation: DM 20/06/2019 - G.U. 155 del 04-07-2019

2. SITE LOCATION

. . . Back to top
2.1 Site-centre location [decimal degrees]:

Longitude Latitude
13.174031 38.667162
2.2 Area [ha]: 2.3 Marine area [%]
16214.0 100.0

2.4 Sitelength [km]:

0.0
2.5 Administrative region code and name

NUTS level 2 code Region Name
[ I




ITZ2Z

| Extra-Regio

2.6 Biogeographical Region(s)

Mediterranean

(100.0
%)

3. ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION

Back to top

3.1 Habitat types present on the site and assessment for them

Annex | Habitat types Site assessment
Code PF NP  Cover[ha] (CEWE Data ) \51ciD A[B|C
[number] quality
Representativity Relative Surface Conservation Global
11208 242.54 M B C B B
11708 2432.1 M B C B B
83308 1 P C C A B

PF: for the habitat types that can have a non-priority as well as a priority form (6210, 7130, 9430) enter "X" in the column PF to indicate the priority form.
NP: in case that a habitat type no longer exists in the site enter: x (optional)

Cover: decimal values can be entered

Caves: for habitat types 8310, 8330 (caves) enter the number of caves if estimated surface is not available.

Data quality: G ='Good' (e.g. based on surveys); M = 'Moderate' (e.g. based on partial data with some extrapolation); P = 'Poor’ (e.g. rough estimation)

3.2 Species referred to in Article 4 of Directive 2009/147/EC and listed in Annex Il of Directive 92/43/EEC and site evaluation for them

Species Population in the site Site assessment
G Code  Scientific Name S NP T Size Unit  Cat. ([q)lljal A|B|C|ID A|B|C
Min Max Pop. Con. Iso. Glo.
R 1224 | Caretta caretta p P DD D
M 1349 | Tursiops truncatus p P DD C B C B
® Group: A = Amphibians, B = Birds, F = Fish, | = Invertebrates, M = Mammals, P = Plants, R = Reptiles
® S:in case that the data on species are sensitive and therefore have to be blocked for any public access enter: yes
®* NP: in case that a species is no longer present in the site enter: x (optional)
®* Type: p = permanent, r = reproducing, ¢ = concentration, w = wintering (for plant and non-migratory species use permanent)
[ ]

Unit: i = individuals, p = pairs or other units according to the Standard list of population units and codes in accordance with Article 12 and 17 reporting (see
reference portal)

Abundance categories (Cat.): C = common, R =rare, V = very rare, P = present - to fill if data are deficient (DD) or in addition to population size
information

Data quality: G ='Good' (e.g. based on surveys); M = 'Moderate' (e.g. based on partial data with some extrapolation); P = 'Poor’ (e.g. rough estimation);
VP = 'Very poor' (use this category only, if not even a rough estimation of the population size can be made, in this case the fields for population size can
remain empty, but the field "Abundance categories" has to be filled in)

3.3 Other important species of flora and fauna (optional)

Species Population in the site Motivation
S . . Species .
Group CODE @ Scientific Name S NP Size Unit  Cat. Annex Other categories
Min Max CIR|V|P \Y) Vv A B C D
| Aplysina aerophoba C X
| Aplysina cavernicola C X
| Astroides calycularis C X
| Axinella polypoides C X
| 1008 Centlros.tephanus I X
longispinus
| Chgroniatritonis C X
variegata
| Chone usticensis R X
| 1001 Corallium rubrum C X
P Cymodocea nodosa C X
p Cvstosgira amentacea C X
var. stricta
P Cystoseira funkii R X
p Cystoseira I X
sauvageauana
Cystoseira spinosa C

Cystoseira zosteroides C



http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Caretta+caretta&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Tursiops+truncatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/activities/Natura_2000/reference_portal
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Aplysina+aerophoba&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Aplysina+cavernicola&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Astroides+calycularis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Axinella+polypoides&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Centrostephanus+longispinus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Centrostephanus+longispinus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Charonia+tritonis+variegata&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Charonia+tritonis+variegata&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Chone+usticensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Corallium+rubrum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cymodocea+nodosa&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cystoseira+amentacea+var.+stricta&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cystoseira+amentacea+var.+stricta&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cystoseira+funkii&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cystoseira+sauvageauana&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cystoseira+sauvageauana&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cystoseira+spinosa&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Cystoseira+zosteroides&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0

M 1350 Delphinus delphis

| Dendropoma petraeum

| Didiscus spinoxeatus

F Epinephelus marginatus

| Erosaria spurca
| Errina aspera
| Geodia cydonium

| Gerardia savaglia
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| Hippospongia communis

| Homarus gammarus

| Hornera lichenoides

| Ischnochiton usticensis

P Laminaria rodriguezii

1027 Lithophaga lithophaga

Lithophyllum trochanter

T T

Lithophyllum byssoides

Luria lurida

Maja squinado

| Nereis usticensis

| Ophidiaster ophidianus

| Palinurus elephas

| Paracentrotus lividus

X X X X

| Petrobiona massiliana

1028 Pinna nobilis

Pinna rudis

Pomatoschistus spp

Posidonia oceanica

m T O

Prionace glauca

Ranella olearia

Sarcotragus foetidus

X X X X X X X

F Sciaena umbra

1090 Scyllarides latus

| Scyllarus arctus

| Scyllarus pigmaeus
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X

| Spongia agaricina pallas

Spongia officinalis
officinalis

(@)
x

F Syngnathus abaster

| Tethya aurantium

F Thunnus thynnus

O O O =2
X XX X

Xiphias gladius

Group: A = Amphibians, B = Birds, F = Fish, Fu = Fungi, | = Invertebrates, L = Lichens, M = Mammals, P = Plants, R = Reptiles

CODE: for Birds, Annex IV and V species the code as provided in the reference portal should be used in addition to the scientific name

S: in case that the data on species are sensitive and therefore have to be blocked for any public access enter: yes

NP: in case that a species is no longer present in the site enter: x (optional)

Unit: i = individuals, p = pairs or other units according to the standard list of population units and codes in accordance with Article 12 and 17 reporting, (see
reference portal)

® Cat.: Abundance categories: C = common, R =rare, V = very rare, P = present

®* Motivation categories: IV, V: Annex Species (Habitats Directive), A: National Red List data; B: Endemics; C: International Conventions; D: other reasons

4. SITE DESCRIPTION

' Back to top
4.1 General site character

Habitat class % Cover

NO1 98.0

NO5 2.0

Total Habitat Cover 100

Other Site Characteristics

L'isola di Ustica & cio che resta di un complesso sistema di vulcani basici, oggi praticamente smantellato. | fondali intorno all'isola, rocciosi con solo poche ed
isolate fasce di sabbie e ciottoli, sono costituiti quasi esclusivamente da lave basiche e relativi tufi che hanno in parte origine sottomarina e formano dei



http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Delphinus+delphis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Dendropoma+petraeum&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Didiscus+spinoxeatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Epinephelus+marginatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Erosaria+spurca&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Errina+aspera&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Geodia+cydonium&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Gerardia+savaglia&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Hippocampus+guttulatus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Hippocampus+hippocampus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Hippocampus+hippocampus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Hippospongia+communis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Homarus+gammarus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Hornera+lichenoides&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Ischnochiton+usticensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Laminaria+rodriguezii&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Lithophaga+lithophaga&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Lithophyllum++trochanter&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Lithophyllum+byssoides&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Luria+lurida&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Maja+squinado&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Nereis+usticensis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Ophidiaster+ophidianus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Palinurus+elephas&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Paracentrotus+lividus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Petrobiona+massiliana&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Pinna+nobilis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Pinna+rudis&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Pomatoschistus+spp&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Posidonia+oceanica&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Prionace+glauca&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Ranella+olearia&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Sarcotragus+foetidus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Sciaena+umbra&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
http://eunis.eea.europa.eu/species-names-result.jsp?&pageSize=10&scientificName=Scyllarides+latus&relationOp=2&typeForm=0&showGroup=true&showOrder=true&showFamily=true&showScientificName=true&showVernacularNames=true&showValidName=true&searchSynonyms=true&sort=2&ascendency=0
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caratteristici depositi. Tutti i versanti dell'isola sono caratterizzati da coste ripide, con particolari strutture a falesia nell'intero versante nord, disastrato da
imponenti frane, e con pendio molto accentuato a Sud-Sud/Est. Numerose grotte caratterizzano il versante di mezzogiorno, alcune delle quali formate dall'azione
abrasiva dell'acqua sui sedimenti calcarei inglobati dalle lave di effusione. | sedimenti marini sono rappresentati da sottili lembi fossiliferi e da sedimenti clastici
che hanno avuto origine dai tufi.La composizione della flora e della fauna marina ha una discreta affinita subtropicale. L'infralitorale presenta la classica
zonazione dei popolamenti a Cystoseira tipici del Mediterraneo che si estende nel circalitorale con popolamenti a Cystoseira zosteroides e piu in profondita con la
presenza di Laminaria rodriguezii. Nel piano circalitorale sono ben rappresentate anche le biocenosi del precoralligeno e del coralligeno | posidonieti mostrano
una distribuzione discontinua lungo tutto il perimetro costiero, infatti in corrispondenza dei fondi ciottolosi del versante di tramontana e sui substrati levigati del
lato di ponente si interrompono e si riscontrano principalmente su mattes isolate poco estese che si concentrano sulle rade distese di fondi sabbiosi. Gli
insediamenti della fanerogama sono molto piu fitti sull'intero versante sud, dove la prateria cresce anche su roccia. La prateria di Posidonia oceanica presente
lungo le coste dell'lsola di Ustica presenta principalmente un limite inferiore progressivo su fondo roccioso a profondita comprese tra 30 e 38m, in alcuni casi si
ha un limite netto quando la roccia si arresta su un fondale sabbioso. L'elevata naturalita, la variabilita delle biocenaosi riscontrabili nei fondali dell'isola e il gran
numero di grotte superficiali e profonde rendono il sito di elevato interesse naturalistico.Un'importanza notevole, sia dal punto di vista paesaggistico che biologico-
ambientale, sono le zone dello Scoglio del Medico e del Banco Apollo, caratterizzati da una elevata ricchezza di specie. Il primo ospita le popolazioni piu
numerose della cernia bruna e i banchi piu densi della Sphyraena viridensis; il Banco Apollo € rivestito alla sua sommita (-45m) dal popolamento a Laminaria
rodriguezii di provenienza atlantica, che a sua volta supporta una ricchissima epibiosi incrostante che da sola contribuisce a massimizzare la biodiversita. |
popolamenti delle fronde di Laminaria comprendono serpulidi, briozoi frondosi e crostosi, alghe epifite incrostanti, colonie di celenterati, poriferi, ed una folla di
organismi predatori strettamente connessi all'epibiosi algale.

4.2 Quality and importance

Per la sua ricchezza biologica Ustica puo assimilarsi ad una secca di grandi dimensioni, un ostacolo meccanico al transito delle correnti. | movimenti del mare e il
ricambio delle acque assumono un ruolo fondamentale sulla qualita e la diversita dei popolamenti. Le correnti atlantiche permettono il mantenimento degli alti
valori di biodiversita determinando un considerevole flusso di forme planctoniche, che trovano nei fondali rocciosi dell'isola i substrati necessari per il loro
insediamento e sopravvivenza. Il mescolamento delle acque atlantiche a basse densita e temperatura con quelle del basso Tirreno, dense e calde, insieme allo
scorrere delle correnti superficiali generano flussi turbolenti di risalita che incrementano la produttivita primaria e secondaria dell'intero ecosistema marino.|
fondali dell'isola, quindi, sono un luogo di attrazione e concentrazione dei banchi di pesci pelagici, ma anche un sito di insediamento del meroplancton
caratterizzato da un mosaico di popolamenti bentonici e nectobentonici che vivacizzano il paesaggio sommerso. La tessitura del substrato roccioso e la sua
rugosita svolgono un importante ruolo sulla biodiversita, poiché entrambe le caratteristiche rappresentano un fattore influente per I'attaccamento delle larve e il
loro sviluppo.l fondali dell'isola di Ustica rappresentano un hot spot, un "punto caldo", dove si crea e si diffonde biodiversita.Negli ultimi anni sono state descritte
nuove specie endemiche per l'isola, due anellidi policheti (Nereis usticensis e Chone usticensis), un mollusco poliplacoforo (Ischnochiton usticensis) ed un
porifero (Didiscus spinoxeatus).
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